
August 25, 2021

Dear School Community Members,

We are excited to welcome all of our students back to school on Tuesday, September 7!
Moving forward into the 2021-22 academic year, our main goal is to safely return all students
to school 5 days/week and keep our doors open to them throughout the year.

We look forward to having our students each day with a normal schedule, athletics, clubs, a
musical, concerts and all extracurricular activities. We look forward to fans in the stands and a
marching band at football games.  School will be back in session and we are happier than ever
for the return of time honored traditions, routines and students reaching their dreams.

As we open schools, we do so during challenging times. Over just a few short weeks there has
been a resurgence of COVID-19 statewide and here in Livingston and Steuben counties.  We
know, however, that keeping students fully engaged in school is the best thing we can do for
their overall health and development.  We are committed with the single minded purpose of
safely keeping our kids in school.

This means preventing quarantines and positives. To accomplish this requires a team effort.
Rules on quarantining have changed and we have adapted our procedures to reduce risk while
ensuring students stay in school.  This is important on many levels.  Children and teens need to
be present to develop critical academic, social and emotional skills.  Parents need their children
in school so they can work and provide for their families. Our community needs us to return to
full educational and economic productivity.  In short, we need to work through the pandemic
and move forward together.

Our plan for keeping students in school throughout the year is attached.  In the days and weeks
ahead, the plan may change with new instructions from the NYSDOH.

Please review the reopening plan especially the sections on masks, distancing and staying
home when sick.  When local and regional transmission rates are sustained at a low level and
when the District has the local authority to make changes, we will reconsider and possibly
revise our plan.

I will be presenting our reopening plan via a Zoom webinar on Thursday night (8/26/2021) at
6:30 PM.  I’ll send a webinar link on Thursday and the meeting will be open to all members of



our school community.  You may also send questions and comments to
Reopeningquestions@dansvillecsd.org.

The 2021-22 school year is about coming together as a school community, acting in the best
interests of children and teens and getting back on track.  I look forward to seeing you in the
days and weeks ahead. Go Mustangs!

Sincerely,

Dr. Paul J. Alioto
Superintendent

mailto:ReopenDCSD2021@dansvillecsd.org


DCSD 2021-22 Reopening Plan Summary

Vaccinations USFDA approved vaccinations strongly encouraged, not
required.

Testing Tests are available in each school health office for symptomatic
students and staff.  Parent permission is required for students to
receive a test.

Consistent and Correct
Mask Use

Masking is required indoors and on school buses.

Physical Distancing Students and employees are to ensure 3 feet of distancing as
practicable.  Students will be cohorted as practicable.

Handwashing and
Respiratory Etiquette

The District advises frequent handwashing, use of hand
sanitizers and covered mouth and nose upon sneezing, coughing
or vigorous exhalation.

Ventilation The District will ensure proper ventilation in all occupied spaces.

Staying Home when Sick
and Getting Tested

Students and staff must not report to school/work if
symptomatic regardless of vaccination status.

Contact Tracing, In
Combination with
Isolation and Quarantine

The District will assist local health departments with contact
tracing as needed.  Those who properly and consistently wear
masks are less likely to be quarantined for close contact.

Cleaning and Disinfection The District will clean and disinfect daily and repeatedly in
bathrooms and on high contact surfaces.

Remote Instruction DCSD is open for in-person instruction for all students. On very
rare occasions, a doctor may require home instruction for a
medically exempt student.
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